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Hi, Church,   

We made it another trip around the sun. Welcome to 2023!  

We entered the new year by renewing our covenant with God:  Christ gave his life 

for us and we give our lives in service to Christ.  

Our Church has designed new opportunities for you to live out that covenant, to 

build relationships worth keeping for a lifetime, and to make a difference in our 

world.  

This newsletter is a personal invitation for you to join what God is doing among 

and through us.  

I look forward to spending 2023 growing nearer to God with you.  

First United, 

 

 

 

Our weekend worship in January invites you to 

new beginnings. 

Jan 7/8 New Connections 

Jan 14/15 New Love 

Jan 21/22 New Spiritual Practices 

Jan 28/29 New Grace 

 

Traditional worship is Saturday 5pm with organ, piano, Chancel Choir, responsive readings and 

communion with full liturgy. 

 

Modern Worship is Sunday 10am with worship band, Praise Choir, prayer, and communion 

open to all.  



 

 

Do you sense that God is calling you to live 

out your faith in the context of this             

congregation? Are you ready to explore  

membership? Join Pastor Tish and Pastor   

Adam for our New Member Luncheon,       

Sunday, January 22, 11am-3pm. Let Pastor 

Tish know you'll attend the New Member 

class.  

On Valentine's Day we will launch our Spring 

Faith Groups with delicious Dessert, Song, and 

Small Groups. We'll gather Tuesdays,         

6pm-8pm through Lent (8 weeks). Mark your 

calendar and watch for group details coming 

soon!  

First UMC is hosting Lay Ministry Courses for 

the Southeast District on January 28,       

9am-4:30pm. 

 

Anyone who wishes to grow in their        

leadership and ministry in the church are 

encouraged to participate.  

The one-day classes offered are:  Emotionally Healthy Spirituality & The Ministry of All Believers 

 

These classes also count toward the Lay Ministry Certification Process.  

If you're new to First UMC and want to meet 

some of our leadership, join us for the      

Pastors' Meet & Greet after Sunday 10am 

worship on February 19. We'll spend about 

30 minutes together enjoying refreshments, 

making introductions, and giving time for 

Q&As. Let Pastor Tish know you'll be at the 

Meet & Greet!  
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First UMC is hosting the first in a series of 

Community Lenten Services organized by the 

Twin City Area Ministerial Alliance. Join us 

Sunday, February 26 at 5pm as we welcome 

Rev. Leslie Limbaugh, Pastor of Selma    

American Baptist Church, as our guest 

preacher.  

We're so glad to be planning another fun  

Trivia night for our whole church. We have 

room for 22 tables of 8 people each so grab 

yours early! You can reserve your table 

through tithe.ly. Choose TRIVIA on the drop 

down menu. Cost is $20 for an individual or 

$140 for a table of 8. Proceeds benefit the  

We are making wonderful plans for our all-church Summer Renewal, an           

intergenerational spiritual retreat,* at Lake Williamson, Illinois, a 90 minute drive 

from Festus. We'll spend 4 days and 3 nights, Friday 4pm, to Monday Noon,   

enjoying time away, spending time together, and experiencing spiritual renew-

al. The dates are set so go ahead and mark your calendars. July 21-24, 

2023. We'll open registration soon!  

Vital Ministries of First UMC. Contact Deb in the Office or Joyce Laiben if you want to provide 

silent auction items.  
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A Brief History of History and Theology  

by Pastor Adam 

In the last newsletter, we discussed the concept of the social gospel and how it serves as a 

guide in Methodist thought, and covered some ideas and concepts as well.. Today’s topic is 

unity in the face of adversity and disagreement. 

As some of you may be aware there is currently a potential schism looming over the United 

Methodist Church. We have seen many churches seek to disaffiliate from the denomination  

and start off on their own due to non-essential theological differences. During this time I want 

to bring your hearts and minds to one of t he foundational ideas of the Methodist experience 

and look deeper into the Moravian roots of Methodism. One of the ideas that Wesley adopted 

personally from his experience with the German Moravians was the idea that theology can be 

fluid and it’s ok to have disagreement over some concepts and ideas as long as it didn’t speak 

to the core beliefs of Christianity. I want to turn your hearts to this quote by John Wesley, the 

founder of Methodism, “in essentials unity in non-essentials liberty in all things charity.” Here 

we can see how we should all be living out our religious lives, we come together in essentials, 

accept that not all people will agree with us in non-essentials and that’s ok, and lastly come to 

every discussion with love and respect.  

Now this clearly begs the question of “Well Pastor Adam, what are the essentials then? How do 

I know what should be essential and where I should allow for liberty?” To this I would argue 

that what is essentially to Christianity is only that which speaks to its core and foundation. The 

essentials for me are Scripture is the guiding text for Christian life, salvation comes through 

Christ and the acknowledgement of his divinity and humanity, and lastly we are called to love 

one another and grow in our love. The means in which we live these out, however, fall under 

what I would consider nonessentials. What it means to live as close to perfect love may be    

different from me to you and from you to any other person in the congregation or world. The 

extent in which we view the inerrancy of scripture may also vary from one person to another.    

We view it as flawless and God given, divinely inspired but written by man in perfection, or   

divinely inspired written by flawed people to a group of flawed people at a specific time and 

place. Regardless of how we personally view the question of inerrancy doesn’t change the     

importance it has is our lives and wisdom can still be found in abundance throughout. 

So friends in this time of uncertainty, please remember the roots of the denomination and     

the three rules Wesley laid out. When faced with disagreement and fear remember “in           

essentials unity in non-essentials liberty in all things charity” and know that together we can 

make monumental strides and show an even greater love. 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

It was a joy and honor to host the Twin City Area Ministerial Alliance’s (TCAMA’s) Community 

Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November 20, 4pm. With over sixty in attendance plus a live 

stream congregation, the program included prayer by Pastor Vicky Michaels of Grace Presby-

terian Church and Pastor Kayla Roe of Wesley and Plattin UMCs, Reflections by Pastor Randy 

Starkey of Gracelife Chapel and Pastor Gabrielle Smith-Kennedy of Buren Chapel AME Church, 

and Music by First UMCs Praise Band and Chancel Choir, directed by Paige Laiben and Sam 

Richards respectively, Grace Presbyterian’s Choir directed by Mark Trautwein, and congrega-

tional hymn singing led by Kim Bargman as cantor and Judy Hughey as organist. Pastor Jimmy 

Sansom of Herculaneum called for the offering to benefit the ministries of TCAMA. Chris Glad-

den of Grace Presbyterian Church provided a lively children’s message and Pastor Tish Green of 

First UMC Welcomed and gave the benediction. The worship that filled the sanctuary was a tes-

timony to God’s love and grace among us. 

First UMC youth, Levi Green, played drums. 



 

 

 

Thanksgiving service music was provided by Grace Presbyterian’s Choir, First UMCs Chancel 

Choir and Praise Band, and Judy Hughey, First UMC. Organist. 

Thanksgiving service  participants were Pastors Tish Green, Gabrielle Smith-Kennedy, Vicky 

Michaels, Kayla Roe, Jimmy Sansom and Randy Starkey.  



 

 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Our Youth meet every Thursday 6:30-8:00pm for some fun time together. Sundays at 10am 

they join for Bible study after opening worship at our Modern Worship Service. Part of our 

youth and leaders are pictured from their costume party in October. L to R are Dan, Levi,   

Christina, Zoe, Harry & Zane. Led by Pastor Adam Kaul. 



 

 

ATTENTION METHODIST MEN 

If any men are interested in starting a monthly Mens’ Breakfast Fellowship, beginning 

on Saturday, February 11th and continuing each month on the second Saturday of 

each month at 8 am, please make a note on your bulletin communication card.   Or 

contact me, John Blocher via email at jlblocher42@gmail.com or text to 636-208-5018. 

Whether your are a member of the First United Methodist Church, or attend services 

and have not yet joined, you are welcome to join this group.  This will be a great time 

to get together, get to know one another better and partake of some great food. 

We will discuss current projects within the church and community. 

After the first few breakfasts, we plan to open the gathering up to others who might 

enjoy our company and want to get to know the church. 

Menu for the first breakfast will include eggs, sausage, biscuits, coffee and orange 

juice.  We will need assistance in the kitchen to both prepare food and provide clean 

up afterward. 

I look forward to your response.  Remember to RSVP as we will need to know how 

many are attending in order to ensure adequate food for the group.  Thanks in        

advance for your interest. 

       Sincerely, 

       John Blocher  

MAGNOLIA MINISTRY UPDATE 

Magnolia Ministries, led by Mark Landau, is expanding from Magnolia House and Kea-

ton Center to Austin’s Transitional Living and My Place Residential Care. Austin’s is a 

rehab facility helping people transition back into the community and accommodates 8 

individuals. My Place is a residential care facility. Mark witnesses and offers commun-

ion to the residents and works to integrate them into FUMC. Be in prayer for these 

new opportunities and consider if God is calling you to join Mark in this mission. Janu-

ary 28/29 Mark will share during worship and give you an opportunity to help. 

PRAYER SHAWL COMMITTEE 

If you love to crochet and love helping others, then you would be an asset to the   

prayer shawl group/.  This group meets the second Monday of every month at 10 am in 

room 200 at the church.  The group made  over 100 shawls in 2022.  Yarn donations 

are always appreciated and can be dropped off at the church office. Contact Theresa 

Perry at  636.208-6635 if you are interested.   



 

 

One Service Sunday & Harvest Dinner 

Sunday, November 13, was a great time of worship and fellowship with 156 in         

attendance, making it the highest in-person attendance for a weekend of worship 

since Easter 2022! Thanks to Julie Russell who took lead organizing the meal and to all 

who brought food and assisted in set up and cleaning up. Special thanks to the     

musicians, techs, and ministry leaders who made our time together so amazing! 

 

 

FOOD DONATIONS 

Our Church provided 22 Thanksgiving Food Baskets to Crystal City School families in 

need and 55 Christmas Baskets to our Food Pantry clients and others. Church, thank 

you for your generosity and service providing for the hungry. Special thanks to Alex 

Nelle, Pat Nelle, and Beth  Grannemann, for your leadership and organization, and to 

all the Food Pantry workers and other volunteers who sorted and stacked! 



 

 

 

FUMC COOKIE BAKE 

The week of December 5 was filled with lots of cookie baking and decorating in the       

fellowship hall.  There were over 25 varieties of cookies!  In total 200 dozen plus    

cookies were baked and sold.   



 

 

It took an army of volunteers to mix the 

dough, bake the cookies, decorate them 

and organize them for sale.  A big thanks 

to all who came to help! 



 

 

 

 

Pastor Tish brought in two angels to help us celebrate the Sunday after Christmas.  Perhaps 

we’ll see them again! 



 

 

 



 

 

In a spirit of generosity, our Church provided $840 in gift cards and $920 in cash to homeless 

youth in our community. We work with the Homeless Youth Initiative to connect with youth  

identified as homeless by our local School Districts. In many cases our gifts provide for basic 

needs like food, a new coat, or shoes. Special thanks to Karen Evans for organizing our giving 

tree to make this outreach possible. 



 

 

 

THANK YOU FROM HELPING HANDS 

“Thank you so much for our generous donation to our Helping Hands Program.  We 

appreciate your help and thoughtfulness every Thanksgiving season.  Your willingness 

to share with our Crystal City families makes a huge difference.  Thank you again so 

much!  Happy Thanksgiving.” 

     Sincerely 

     Taylor Massa 

THANK YOU FROM A SAFE PLACE 

“Thank you for your very generous donation!  Your kindness and support is greatly   

appreciated by the residents and staff of A Safe Place!” 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FROM SPOTLIGHT COMMUNITY THEATER 

“Thank you so  much for letting Spotlight Community Theater use  the First United 

Methodist Church for “It’s a Wonderful Life”.  We appreciate your continued support. “  

Lynn Siebert 

 

THANK YOU FROM VICKY GUSMAN AND  LOU BERTANI. 

“We would like to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for inviting us to   experi-

ence the most beautiful Christmas concert,  We were in awe at the amazing talent.  We 

were both touched and definitely given the Christmas Spirit.” 

Included in the thank you was a donation earmarked for families in need.   



 

 

CHRISTMAS THANK YOU 

Thank you to all who decorated our sanctuary so beautifully for Christmas. Special thanks to 

Kevin & Tammy Sides and Mary Dunn who always take lead roles in design and decor. It is 

wonderful! 

 

 



 

 



 

   

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

The Church Council is the governing body of our Church that is charged with providing the               

administrative structure supporting the ministries of First UMC. The Council handles the ministries of 

building care, financial stewardship, and pastor/parish relations. It creates policy and oversees the    

direction and vision of our Church. The Council is comprised of twelve people plus a Youth and a     

United Women of Faith representative. New Council members are nominated by the Nominations Team 

and approved by the existing Church Council. Council members often bring expertise in the areas of 

finance, human resources, and building care. They are selected to represent both worship services, a 

range of age and gender, and diversity of views, to best represent our full congregation. Each Council 

member commits to a three-year term and is eligible to serve a second term though we generally ro-

tate people off after one term to involve more people in leadership. 

 

Our 2023 Church Council is comprised of Class of 2023 - Bruce Grannemann, Matt Unrein, John Bailey, 

Beth Winkeler; Class of 2024 - Jerry Kelso, Nancy Selinger, Becky Capps, Lisa Castens; Class of 2025 - 

Todd Oetting, John Lambert, Mark Landau, Barb Fawver, and UWF Representative Anne Wells. The 

“class” indicates the final year of service in their term. 

 

The Council meets four to six times a year depending on the need to make decisions concerning fi-

nances, building, pastor-parish items, and policy and procedures. Some significant decisions from 2022 

include submitting a consultation to the Conference expressing the desire to have Pastor Tish and   

Pastor Adam appointed for another year, approving and overseeing use of Foundation funds for capital 

improvements, approving and overseeing the install of our new LIFT, new roof, phone system upgrade, 

and rebuild and design of our altar area, assisting in the search for our new Office Manager and    

Nursery Lead, and setting the 2023 budget. 

 

Our first meeting of 2023 will be Tuesday, February 7, 6:30pm in The Parlor. These are open meetings to 

anyone who wishes to observe. If you want something on the agenda, contact Pastor Tish at least two 

weeks prior to the meeting date. If you wish to speak, the Council Chair has discretion to recognize you 

at the meeting for a set time. Only Council members have vote. 

 

We have an excellent Council that makes prayerful decisions for our congregation and gives wise  

counsel to our pastors for the strengthening of ministries at First UMC. They work behind the scenes, at 

times tackling difficult items, to ensure a favorable place of ministry for you and our community. Please 

keep our Church Council in prayer and take time to thank them for their service. 

 

With gratitude, 

Pastor Tish 
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1 Gayle Graham 

2 Debbie Landau 

2 Sam Richards 

3 Preston King 

3 Mark Laudau 

3 Alice Rieffer 

6 Janet Mace 

7 Greg Gravenmier 

8 Earnest Blum 

11 Beth Grannemann 

13 Betty Weible 

14 Landon Graham 

15 Dustin Burch 

15 Jenna Oetting 

16 John Bailey 

17 Harry Castens 

21 Don Boyd 

22 Steve Holland 

23 Tana Mulvaney 

23 John Shain, Jr. 

24 John Blocher 

24 Dorothy Lea 

26 Opal Harvey 

27 Zach Bone 

30 Glen Hill 

31 Carolyn Burch 

31 Natalie Burch 

 
 

1 Bennett Lammert 

1 Michael Rogoz 

1 Libby Sandridge 

2 Cathie Graffeo 

5 John Shain, III 

7 Chelsea Higgins 

7 Suzanne Lee-Alzubeidy 

7 Brenda Young 

8 Billie Cragg 

8 Kristi Lanfersieck 

9 Lillian Pumfrey 

10 Jean Tindall 

12 Gail Alice Lambert 

15 Tamara Porterfield 

16 Stephen Ciscell 

19 Edgar Rieffer 

19 Lydia Zeis 

23 Bryan  Ferguson 

24 Terry Gravenmier 

24 Sue Stewart 

27 Janetta McCreary 

1 Sherri  Connell 

2 Peggy Bay 

4 Ellen Ravenscraft 

5 Linda Laiben 

7 Barbara Greever 

7 Nancy Selinger 

8 Jordan Oetting 

9 Terry Hall 

10 Murray Higdon 

10 Carol Thoma 

11 Barbara Litton 

11 Becky Tipton 

12 Walter Pumfrey 

14 Steve Cage 

14 Scott Vinyard 

15 Pamela James 

16 Becky Capps 

17 Kyliee Dettling 

20 Beverly Freiner 

20 Carla Medley 

21 Jane Hylton 

23 Ann Wells 

24 Jesse Cathcart 

26 Alexander Nelle 

27 Nancy Henry 

28 Joseph Rodgers 

A
p

ril 

1 Barbara Kentch 

1 Deborah Hall 

2 Stephen Rogoz 

5 Kinsley Bailey 

5 Tracy Johnson 

5 Matt Sides 

6 Bronwyn Roesch 

7 Phyllis James 

9 Mary Thoroman 

10 Mary Freiner 

11 Marty Coleman 

11 Inge  Hicks 

13 Logan Bone 

15 Gary Roth 

15 Susan Siracusa 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAY SERVANT TRAINING 

Mark Landau and Kathy Ciscell attended the Southeast District Laity Day October 29, 2022 at 

Eagle Sky Camp in Piedmont, Missouri. They enjoyed a great day of fellowship, networking 

with other laity in our District, and learning more about ways to raise up new leaders and how 

we can all live into that calling. You can begin the Lay Servant Training on January 28 when 

First UMC will host the Basic Course and an Advanced Course for Lay Servants. Watch for   

registration details coming soon. 

 

 CARD SENDING MINISTRY 

Theresa Perry administers the card sending ministry for FUMC.  She is proud to report 

the following cards sent for 2022. 

385 Birthday Cards 

  32 Get Well/Thinking of You Cards 

  64 In Memory of Cards 

480 Total 

We are grateful for Theresa’s care for others on our behalf and appreciate all in our 

congregation who reach out with cards, phone calls and visits to one another and to 

our community. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING LAY MINISTRY COURSES 

The District Lay Ministry Team is working on the courses for the January 28 courses being     

offered at First (Festus).   One of the courses we will be offering is the “Basic” course, renamed 

Ministry of All Believers.  The course is divided into 5 sections (each approximately 60-90 

minutes).    

The coursebook still being used is Lay Servant Ministries:  Basic Course Participant’s Guide and 

the Lay Servant Ministries: Basic Course Leader’s Guide   

Session one:  Ministry of the Baptized 

Session Two: Leading 

Session Three: Caring 

Session Four: Communicating (this one is covered) 

Session Five: Into the World  

You can find registration details at www.FestusUMC.org/grow. 

 Thanks, 

Pastor Tish 

     

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

John Blocher would like to remind everyone that the Bible Study Group continues to 

hold classes every Wednesday at 10 am in the Parlor.  The group will begin a study of 

Romans on January 11.  All are welcome.   



 

 

 

We’re so excited for our Spring Faith Groups. We expect 80+ to participate. 

 

Sunday, Feb 5, 11am - Chili Lunch Faith Group Preview 

 After worship the church will enjoy a Chili Lunch organized by Chad Godier. 

 Faith Groups leaders will talk about their groups and you will have an opportunity to 

sign up and purchase books. 

 

Tuesday, Feb 14, 6pm - Dessert, Song & Faith Groups 

 Faith Groups begin with dessert in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

These are the groups and leaders so far…. 

Tuesday Groups 

6pm Dessert & Song, 6:35 Faith Groups begin 

Emotionally Healthy Relationships - Barb Fawver& Julie Holland 

Man in the Mirror - Dan Cathcart & James Green 

Help Is Here - Libby Sandridge 

 

Other Faith Groups 

Adult Confirmation - Sundays 9am - Pastor Adam (12 weeks) 

Women’s Group, Do Today Well - Mondays 6:30pm - Kathy Ciscell (ongoing) 

Wednesday 10am Bible Study - John Blocher (ongoing) 

Mustard Seeds - Wednesday 7pm?? - Jo Caudill & Jared Campbell (ongoing) 

 

Also Starting 

Men’s Monthly Breakfast Fellowship - Saturday, Feb 11, 8am - John Blocher 

 

Grow in your faith. Build deeper relationships. And invite others to join you! 



 

 

 

FESTUS HAS A NEW POLICE CHIEF 

Congratulations to our own Doug Wendel being named the next Chief of Police for Festus.  

Pictured is our own Sam Richards, Mayor of Festus, congratulating Doug (center) with         

outgoing Chief of Police, Tim Lewis (right). 



 

 

Confirmation Schedule 

What is confirmation according to the official Methodist website? 

What does "confirmation" mean? 

United Methodists use the term "confirmation" to mark the first time a baptized Christian 

publicly "confirms" their intention to live the vows of the baptismal and membership        

covenant and so becomes a professing member of the local congregation and The United 

Methodist Church. 

Can I be confirmed more than once? 

We expect that there may be several occasions during one's Christian life when one may wish 

to re-affirm or re-profess their commitment to live the baptismal and membership covenant 

faithfully. Doing so more than once does not change or add to one's status as a professing 

member in the Church. So while we encourage people to re-affirm as they find need, we do 

not call  any subsequent reaffirmations or re-professions "confirmation." 

 

Class Information  

Sessions 12 From February 12 to April 23rd  

Adult Class will take place Sunday mornings at 9 AM and the youth will take place 10 AM 

Sundays during the service. 

For confirmation there will be a requirement of 9 classes to be confirmed, although the class 

is open to anyone regardless of ability to attend all classes. 

There will be no required books or text.  

The Class will also consist of one field trip to St. Louis Kaplan Feldman Holocaust Museum. 

 

Class Schedule (subject to change) 

Week 1: Class overview and what is confirmation 

Weeks 2-4: Overview of Abrahamic Religions. Judaism Islam Christianity  

Weeks 5-7: Basic Christian history (Patristics and canonization, 313-1900s, WWII) 

Weeks 8-9: What is Methodism? Basic history and theology  

Weeks 10-11: Classes will focus on two things, make up for those who missed and/or        

focusing on specific topics, items, and questions the class has 



 

 

 

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER…. 

We hope you have enjoyed reading the first FUMC newsletter of 2023.  This is a quarterly   

publication.  If you would like your newsletter to be mailed, please contact me at 636-937-6205 

or via email at welcome@festusumc.org.  This newsletter was sent via Constant Contact and 

was posted on the First UMC website.  Hard copies are available in the narthex.   

Thanks! 

Deb Cambron 

First UMC Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Worship 

Traditional Worship - Saturday 5pm 

Modern Worship - Sunday 10am 

113 Grand Avenue, Festus, Missouri, 63028 

(636) 937-6205 www.FestusUMC.org 
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